Iowa County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan              __________________            _
Incident Annex: Severe Weather

 SEVERE WEATHER GUIDANCE

These guidelines will be followed during times that severe weather threatens any part of Iowa County.

I.
NOTIFICATION 

A.
Severe weather watches, warnings, and reports are received by several methods: 

1. 
NOAA Weather Radio. 

2. 
Weather bulletins on the "ICEIS" computer system. 

3. 
Weather bulletins on local TV and Radio Stations. 

4. 
Telephone calls from National Weather Service. 



5.
 NWS volunteer trained spotters. 


6.
NOAA alerts will be monitored by EMA 24/7.
7. 
Members of the general public. 

B. 
When a Severe Weather Watch or Warning is issued for Iowa County, the County 

Communications Center will immediately notify the following: 

1. 
County EMA Coordinator: 48-20 Josh Humphrey-- 641-990-1197
C. 
The County EMA Coordinator (and/or his designee) will immediately be dispatched and establish storm watch procedures. 

D. 
The Iowa County EOC OR the County Communications Center will disseminate the 

Watch/Warning information, as appropriate, to county officials and responders by the following methods: 

1. 
Activation of the pagers ‘Severe Weather Spotters’ group via the County ALERT page.  

E. 
The County EMA Coordinator (or his designee) will notify storm watch personnel to 

report directly to him or to the EOC Weather Center. 

II. 
EOC WEATHER CENTER OPERATION (when conditions warrant)
A. 
Storm Watch 

1. 
Disseminate the information per I (D) above, unless County Communications 

Center has already done so. 

2. 
From the Storm Prediction Center (SPC) website, print the current Severe Storm 

Watch text & map and Mesoscale Discussion text & map. 

3. 
Log all actions and communications on the Iowa County EOC Severe Weather 

Watch Action Log.
4. 
Using Internet, monitor the Des Moines and Davenport NWS radars. 

5. 
Contact the Davenport NWS Office and/or Des Moines NWS Office checking on 

the local atmospheric dynamics. 

a. Davenport NWS: 1-800-803-9357  

b. Des Moines NWS: 1-800-759-9276 

6. 
If/when severe storms are in our area, tune the EOC TV to the local stations for 

weather reports and updates. 

7.
Continue to monitor the situation and be prepared to activate storm spotters and/or warning procedures. 



8.
The Iowa County EOC will remain activated for Storm Watch until the watch 

expires or is cancelled. 

B. 
Spotter Activation 

1. 
Iowa County Fire Department Spotters/EMA Volunteer Spotters will be activated 

in the following situations: 

a. 
 Severe storms approaching Iowa County with confirmed/potential 

tornado formation. 

. 


b.
When Iowa County is included in a Severe Thunderstorm/Tornado Warning and
storm are approaching or are expected to develop over or very near Iowa County. 

c.
Trained spotter report of severe straight-line winds, funnel cloud and/or 

tornado in or near Iowa County. 




d.
At the request of the Davenport NWS Office. 



e.
When a Severe Storm/Tornado Warning has been issued for Jasper, Poweshiek, 

and/or Keokuk Counties.
2. 
ALL Iowa County spotters will be paged for activation if any portion of Iowa County is under a current warning unless something different is stated by 48-20.
3. 
When spotters are activated, Iowa County Communication personnel will log the 

information and transmissions. 

C. 
Storm Warning 

1. 
All severe weather warnings are issued by the National Weather Service. 

2. 
Warnings are issued based on the following: 

a. 
Spotter and/or public reports of actual severe weather occurring. 

b. 
NWS Doppler radar indications of severe weather occurring. 

3. 
When a severe weather warning is issued for Iowa County: 

a. 
Receive reports from spotters/public and relay to the Davenport NWS 

Office. 

1. 
Hail (size and intensity) 

2. 
Winds (speed and damage) 

3. 
Wall Clouds/Funnel Clouds/Tornadoes 

4. 
Heavy Rainfall/Flash Flooding 

5. 
Winter Weather ( heavy snowfall, ice accumulation, blizzard 

conditions, road closures) 

b. 
Damage being caused by any severe weather event should be reported to 

the Iowa County Communications Center immediately and we will forward to the Davenport NWS Office. 

4. 
Outdoor Warning Siren Activation Criteria 

a. 
Outdoor warning sirens will be activated in rural Iowa County (where available) and/or individual cities for the following severe weather: 

1. 
Confirmed or anticipated straight-line winds in excess of 70 mph. 

2. 
Tornadoes (NWS tornado warnings and/or trained spotter reported).
3. 
Hail 1.75 inch(golf ball) in diameter 

b. 
When these severe weather criteria will/are affect(ing) any other city in 

Iowa County, the sirens will be activated by authorized personnel based on 

local spotter reports and/or EOC weather center staff advice. 

c. 
In the event a community siren fails to activate, instruct the fire chief to use 

their emergency vehicles to warn the residents if they have time and can 

do so safely. 
d. 
 If time allows communication center should also send out an ICEIS/WENS alert to the affected area. The alert should be similar to a NOAA alert. EX.. Severe weather in your area take shelter immediately. Sirens have been activated. (Note: the NOAA alert will have been sent automatically if the person has accepted it)
5. 
Damage Reports 

a.
Reports of severe weather damage received by the EMA and/or Iowa County Communications Center should be relayed immediately to the Davenport NWS Office for the purpose of determining the dynamics of the storm and further warnings for cities and counties in the path of the storm. 

b. 
After passage of severe weather that has caused or is suspected of 

having caused damage, local responders should survey their response 

area and immediately report the damage to EMA personnel or IowaCounty Communications Center. 

c. 
If Iowa County has received widespread major damage, the EMA 

Damage Assessment Team should be activated to conduct an initial
damage assessment of Iowa County. See Damage Assessment Annex for more   information. 
III.  WEATHER EVENT CLOSEOUT 

A. 
When the severe weather watch expires or has been cancelled, the threat of severe 

weather for Iowa County has passed and the damage assessment process is finished 

the following actions will be completed: 

1. 
Release any remaining storm spotters. 

2. 
Write any necessary severe weather event reports. 

3. 
Assemble all of the documentation of the Storm Watch for review and filing. 

4. 
Advise the Iowa County Communications Center that we are securing the EOC 

Weather Center from Storm Watch. 

______________________________________________________________________________1
Severe Weather Annex                                                                                                                    March 2020

